
“Arizona is at the 
forefront of the work-
from-home revolution. 
Arizona has the ninth 
lowest percentage of 

on-site workers in 
the United States.”

Post-Pandemic Cowork ing Spaces Thrive in  Tucson
M att  Thrasher  •  published in  the Oc tob er  2022 issue 

After about two and a half years of Covid-19, the office space is beginning to return to “normal.” However, 
with so many jobs becoming remote during the pandemic, coworking spaces have become increasingly 
popular in the last year. In a report published by Cushman & Wakefield, about two-thirds of companies 

surveyed have a positive view of coworking and 63% of real estate professionals surveyed had coworking property 
within their portfolios. Additionally, the coworking market saw 38% growth in Q4 of 2021. There are almost a 
million people who use coworking spaces today, with that number estimated to triple in the next few years.

This article highlights two projects in Tucson, Arizona, that show how these coworking spaces are used in the post-
pandemic world. 

Broad Trends for Coworking Spaces

While many large companies, like Tesla, Walmart, and 
Goldman Sachs are requiring their employees to return 
to the office, many of said employees are turning to 
remote working alternatives. Arizona is at the forefront 
of the work-from-home revolution. Arizona has the ninth 
lowest percentage of on-site workers in the United States. 
More than 60% of Americans worked on-site, while the 
lowest percentage among the states is Mississippi at 
51.6% and the highest percentage is Utah at 70.7%. 

With the increase in working from home, there has been 
an increase in coworking spaces. Coworking spaces are a way for remote workers to retain some benefits from 
“in-office” work. They often have the conveniences of equipment and utilities, while allowing remote workers to 
maintain their flexibility and autonomy.

Coworking Spaces in Tucson

There have been a number of new coworking spaces built in the Tucson area. One of which is The L Offices, located 
the historic Chicago Music Store building. This coworking space offers secure internet, offices and meeting rooms, 
and a 1000 square foot gym for its patrons. Krystal Popov, the L Offices owner, said, “We’ve married a business 
center and a wellness center, and a social atmosphere.”

While many coworking spaces are located within the city center, Spoke Coworking has taken the concept to the 
suburbs. Spoke Coworking states that their “concept for Coworking differs from others in that we want to focus on 
Coworking and meet our members where they are. Whether that means our great east side location or their specific 
personal needs for office space—we want to be there.” Their space has all the features of a typical coworking space, 
including a recording studio, storage rooms, and ample parking compared to downtown locations.

Those who want to work from home but are 
distracted by all the demands of home life can find 
solace in their temporary office of choice. Those 
who want to work from home but don’t want to lose 
the office environment can seek remote jobs 
without worry.  
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Potential Challenges for Coworking Spaces

Coworking is a unique concept that presents unique challenges. First, data security can be a concern. A patron should 
check the security of the coworking space before conducting private business on their network. Additionally, the 
lack of privacy can be frustrating. Noise from fellow coworkers can be a welcome atmosphere for those accustomed 
to working alone, but it can also cause distractions. 

Spaces like Spoke Coworking and The L Offices can be costlier than working from home at an average of around 
$400 a month. An additional cost to patrons is the daily set-up time and lack of workplace personalization. 
One patron’s office may be used by another patron, thus limiting their ability to have a consistent space. Their 
productivity can also be limited if the coworking space uses a local server over a cloud-based service because the 
patron cannot work from any other location.

Benefits to Coworking

Though there are a few challenges for coworking spaces, the benefits set them apart from the other remote work 
alternatives. One benefit that is especially prevalent in Spoke Coworking is the shorter commute time for distance 
workers that still want the office environment. For those workers who live on Tucson’s east side, Spoke Coworking 
is a short drive that is far more appealing than sitting in traffic on their morning commute.

Additionally, coworking spaces provide smaller operational costs and more flexible work timeframes for startups 
and freelances. On the flip side, more established employers can hire talents outside their office location limits.

Ultimately, coworking spaces are about bringing structure to the remote working process. Those who want to work 
from home but are distracted by all the demands of home life can find solace in their temporary office of choice. 
Those who want to work from home but don’t want to lose the office environment can seek remote jobs without 
worry.  

Matt Thrasher is the Managing Partner of Thrasher Law Offices PLLC, a law firm specializing in corporate and 
real estate transactions, with five attorneys and offices in Tucson and Phoenix. Matt is licensed to practice law in 
Arizona and Texas, and is a graduate of Occidental College and Vanderbilt University Law School. Matt can be 
reached via email at matt@thrasherpllc.com.
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